THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN OPENS
The First Raid on Berlin
August 25 is another landmark. On that night the
Royal Air Force first carried the war to Berlin. It is
necessary to emphasise that fact. A German High
Command communique of June 22 alleged that the
outskirts of Berlin were raided on the night of
June 21. There was in fact no such raid. Not a bomb
was dropped in the Berlin area until the night of
August 25: and central London had been raided on
the preceding night, while London's outskirts had
been attacked before that. The raid on Berlin fol-
lowed hot-foot upon that on London, but it was not,
officially, - a reprisal. An inspired statement pub-
lished in the principal newspapers on August 27
pointed out the raid on Berlin was directed against
military objectives in the outskirts of the German
capital and that these objectives would have been
attacked even if the raid on London had not oc-
curred. The effect of that raid, however, was to
make it necessary to consider whether the objec-
tives in Berlin should be accorded a higher priority,
as compared with other possible targets, than that
which would otherwise have been assigned to them.
In other words, and without diplomatic peri-
phrasis, we should not have begun to bomb Berlin,
even though there were perfectly legitimate targets
there, if the Germans had not set the pace by
bombing London. The difference between die care-
ful and selective bombing carried out by the Royal
Air Force and the indiscriminate bombing of the
Luftwaffe was emphasised in the statement.